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Abstract 
Education is the important device for development of cultural values and growth of a child in 
preparing them to be responsible, intelligent, strong and healthy citizen. Despite professed quality of 
opportunity to all citizens and various initiatives of stakeholder and government still school dropout 
is present in Indiansociety and particularly in case of Bihar. The present study revealed the 
theoretical review of literature on school dropout with various causes and factors namely personal, 
family, school and socioeconomic. This research work tried to find out various causes, consequences 
and combating measures to deal with the school dropout in Sikariya village of Bihar. For this 
purpose extensive primary data were collected fromthe study area which were substantiated with the 
secondary sources of data. The study reveals that dropout in Sikariya village is positively associated 
with its various social, economic and cultural factors. The tendency to not go to school is more 
among SC,ST and backwardcaste students. Students with SC,ST and backwardcaste leave school for 
social and economic reasons. Reasons for not going to school is also positively associated with sex of 
the children. Household work more often prevent girl students from going to school. Whereas, 
economic and physical reasons prevents male students from going to school. 
Key Words: School Dropout, SC,ST and backwardcaste, Children, Socio-cultural. 
Introduction: 
Education is the driving force behind any strong economy and a prerequisite for social and economic 
growth. It creates opportunities and provides societies with a better educated and skilled workforce 
which is necessary for stimulating development. Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, former President of India, 
comments that we are nation of a billion brilliant people. And if each person is educated, the power of 
knowledge can transform India from a developing nation into a strong and economically developed 
nation.Despite the government’s ambitious plans and projects such as SarvaShikshaAbhiyan and the 
Right to Education Act which aim is providing free and compulsory education to children, school 


dropouts rates are still a cause for concern.The dropout problem is pervasive in the Indian education 
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system. Many children who enter school are unable to complete secondary education and multiple 
factors are responsible for children dropping out of school. Risk factors begin to add up even before 
students enroll in school includes: poverty, low educational level of parents, weak family structure, 
pattern of schooling of siblings and lack of pre-school experiences. Family background and domestic 
problems create an environment which negatively affects the value of education. Poor socio- 
economic conditions prevailing in rural area are forcing parents to send their children to work instead 
of school. Such parents want their children to go to work and get that extra income for the family. 
Also, some children are forced to look after their younger brothers and sisters when their parents go 
out for work. Then, girls from such families are made to sit at home once they come of age, while 
they learn to cook and manage other household chores. So concern like school dropout continue to 
remain severe bottlenecks for 1mprovements.According to data provided by Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (now Ministry of Education) the dropout rate of students in class 9 and class 
10 have crossed almost a fifth of the total enrolment rate in 2017-18. The dropout rate in secondary 
school was 32 % in Bihar. The dropout rate of SC is higher than other community. 

Dropout is an act or instance of dropping out. Most commonly, dropping out refers to a student who 
has abandoned course of study and quitted school in an unusual way before completing a 
qualification or before graduation.A school dropout student is a student who leaves school before the 
completion of the school stage or at some intermediate or non-terminal point of a given stage of 
school education. High dropout rate in school education 1s attributed to poor socioeconomic situation 
of the family. School dropout is highly visible sign of a society that has failed to prepare its youth for 
successful transition into adulthood.School dropout 1s very common in Indian villages, especially in 
the state like Bihar which stands at the bottom in literacy and it simultaneously the condition of 
female literacy is at its worse in this village.Dropping out is a serious problem because it denies 
individual students their fundamental human right to education. Thisresearch work will helps to find 
out the present condition of school dropout ratein Sikariya village, causes behind such 
dropouts,consequences and strategies to curb this issue. 

Data Sources and Methodology: 

The sample design adopted for the school dropout is a systematic, multi-stage stratified sample of 
households. The dropout child houses were specifically searched in the field by snowball sampling 
method. Data were obtained in field through interview, group discussion, and questionnaire survey 


and classroom observation of the population. Total students enrolled in 2019-20 school years was 
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divided into three categories: 1) students who never attended school after enrolment 11) students who 
dropped out and 111) the students who currently in the school. The present study aimed to find out 
school dropout condition of the village as a whole. It was not age specific. Major tools were 
household survey questionnaire, interview schedule for the teachers, school information schedule, 
interview schedule for parents, and interview schedule for dropout student. Primary data has been 
collected from 250 household and also from the school of the village. Major secondary sources of 
data were census of India, National Sample Survey, Ministry of Human Resource and Development, 
etc. The collected data were analyzed with the help of MS Excel. 
Profile about the area of study: 
Sikariya village is in Jehanabad Block in Jehanabad District of Bihar State, India. It belongs to 
Magadh Division. It is located 3 km towards west from District Head Quarters Jehanabad and 50 km 
from state capital Patna. Shahpur, Amain, Pandui, Kaswan are the nearby villages to Sikartya. 
Sikariya is surrounded by RatniFaridpur Block towards west, Makhdumpur Block towards south, 
Kako and Ghoshi Block towards east. Jehanabad, Makhdumpur, Masaurhi, Islampur are the nearby 
cities to Sikartya. Pandui is the Gram Panchayat of the village Sikariya. Total geographical area of 
the village is 192 hectares.Total population of the village is 1646. There are about 265 houses in 
Sikariya village. Male population is 864 and female population 1s 782. Child (0-6) population is 235 
according to census 2011. Village literacy rate 1s 64.0 percent. Female Literacy rate is just 27.2 
percent.RajkiyaUtkramit Madhya Vidyalaya. Sikariyais the middle school of the village. 

Figurel: Area of Study 
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Results and Discussion: 
One of the major objective of the present study was to find out the drop-outs rates and its causes in 
the light of socio-economic profile of the respondents and their family background. Thus, an attempt 
is made in this section to provide socio-economic profile which 1s used as an important variable in the 
subsequent analysis chapters. The table no. 1 shows a number of measures related to the socio- 
economic status of the households 1n the village. 
A study on socio-economic details of respondents and family background: 


Table-1: Frequency distribution by household characteristics of respondents in the village. 


Household characteristics | Categories Frequency Percent 


Household Size 1 to 4 members 47 
5 to 8 members 


9 and above 65 
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Sex of child Male 
Female 
Total 
Land holding status No Agricultural land 
Less than | hectare 
1 to 5 hectares 
5 and above hectares 


Total 


Age of child 6 to 14 years 
15 and above years 
Total 


Level of schooling Primary 


Secondary 
High 
Total 

Sex of head of Household | Male 
Female 


Total 





Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 


The table given above reveals that 55.2% of population maintaining their household size between 5 to 
8 members followed by 26% of the population having 9 and above members and remaining 18.8% of 
the population having | to 4 members in their families. Nevertheless only small margin of population 
1.e., 18.8% were having ideal family size of up to 4 members which clearly indicates that there is 
negligible family planning norms is adopted by the people of this village. From the above table, it is 
clear that girl child (57.2%) is more than male child (42.8%) in the village. Out of 250 households 
60.8% of children fall under the age group of 6 to 14 years of age and remaining 39.2% belong to the 
age group of 15 and above. In Indian villages especially in the state like Bihar birth rate is high which 
can be also observed by analyzing the data obtained from the survey. From the table no. 1 one can see 
that very little percentage of population got education up to higher level that is 18%. 45.6% of 
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population got education up to primary level followed by 36.4% up to secondary level. There are 
various reason of such fluctuations. One of them is most villagers do not consider education 
essential, they prefer more to earn money for their subsistence than getting degrees of higher 
education because most of them are poor. Household work, working on farm, working outside for 
employment, as well as child marriage prevents them for getting higher education. The type of family 
and the one who is heading the household 1s vital component in family management where man is 
supreme authority of the family. Further, in 74% of houses male was head of the family and in 
remaining 26 % females are heading the family. This shows the male dominating society of the 
village. 
Table-2: Frequency distribution by parental characteristics in Sikariya village 
Father occupation Not working 

Agricultural work 

Non-agricultural work 

Total 
Mother occupation Housewife 

Agricultural work 

Non-agricultural work 


Total 


Working status of parents | Father working 


Both are not working 
Mother working 
Both are working 
Total 

Number of living children | 2 and Below 

to parents 3 to 5 
6 and above 


Total 
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Education status of | Husband illiterate 


parents Wife illiterate 


Both are literate 
Both are illiterate 


Total 





Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 


The above table- 2 explain about the parental background characteristics such as occupation, working 
status, educational status, no. of children living to parents and so forth. Eventually these background 
factors are very important to study from the point of its nature which has a power to impact any sort 
of dependent variable, especially when we undertake a research in social science sector. To begin 
with occupation of father 1t was found from the table no. 5.2 that 45.2% of parents (father) were 
engaged in non-agricultural sector and 51.2% in agricultural sector. Further, nearly around 4% of 
parents not at all working they were just remained as an ideal. It is surprise to know that these days 
women try to engage themselves in working sector compared to their husbands. Hence almost 66.4% 
of mother found to be engaged in household work followed by 22.8% in non-agricultural sector 
remaining 10.8% of them were found to be working in agricultural sector. After considering working 
status of both the parents together it was observed that 25.2% of them were working together. As far 
as literacy level is considered slowly but steadily one can see an upward trend. 33.2% of the parents 
found to be educated. But when we try to classified literacy status of parents based on the gender then 
we find females are lacking behind in education 1.e., 84% females are illiterate. Moreover, 20% are 
totally illiterate that means neither of the parents is educated. With a strong ethical reason always 
family size was found to be large among rural community, leave apart this here too only 22.4% of the 
households have two or less than that children in a family which sounds ideal. And chuck the rapid 
growth of population whereas 23.6% of rural households have higher numbers of children that is 6 
and above which goes against Indian national population policy. The reasons behind such big family 
size 1s poor establishment of family planning norms and desire to get a male child and poverty is also 
governing reason. The research suggest that school dropout 1s greatly influenced by family as well as 
parental background characteristics. 


Figure 2: School Dropouts by level of schooling 2019-20 school years 
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Source: Primary Survey 2019-2020 

The rate of school dropouts will probably also be related to those factors which reflect the existing 
level of education of the rural population and factors which measure the quality of the educational 
system. In this study also one can understand from the figure 2 1.e., the maximum no. of school 
dropout is from high schooling (58.13%) followed by middle which is 30.23% and dropout rate is 
quite low in primary that is 11.62%. the application of statistical value at 5% significant level also 
suggest that there is a strong and positive co-relation between these two variables like level of 
education and school dropout. 

For any purpose inquiry in Indian society, caste is taken as an important variable. In the present study 
caste 1s studied for its implications for dropout. However, for the purpose of analysis castes are 
classified into three categories as high, intermediate and low. 


Table- 3: Caste wise distribution of dropout students 


Intermediate 30.24% 


100% 





Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 
The data reveal that 67.44% of the respondents come from low castes, whereas 30.24% makes the 
intermediate castes, whereas, the high caste constitute only 2.32% of the total sample. 
Age: 
It is expected that higher dropout rates are associated with higher crude fertility rate and particularly 
with age too. Age of the child is as important as any other socio-economic factors but in Indian 
context we give little importance to the age of the child at the time of enrolment in schools it may be 


due to lack of awareness about the educational importance and concept. 
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Figure 3: percentage distribution of dropouts by age of child. 


MO6to 9 years 


@ 10to 15 years 


® 14 and above 





Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 
The above figure reveals that the dropout rate 1s much less in younger age group 1.e., only4.65% of 
the school dropout are from age group 6-9 years, and about 27.90 % of the school dropout are from 
the age group 10-13 years, whereas recognizable amount 1.e., 67.44 % dropout are from the age group 
of 14 and above. It means people have realized the importance of basic education but not the 


necessarily of higher education. 


Sex: 

The wide variety of sociological and political variables have been suggested gender as major 
determinants of dropout rates and some time it is closely related to the cultural variables, as they 
reflect differential access to employment and distribution of employment opportunities based on the 
variables. Sex is one of the important variable to study school dropout. 


Table 4: Dropped out student distribution by sex 


Sex of the dropout No. of respondents 


Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 





From the above discussion and the table no. 4 throw some light on the existing pattern of gender 
variation in a present research. As we see sex of the child has a strong hold in school dropout process 
specially 62.79% dropout found among girls, whereas 37.2% among the boys students. 

Figure-4: School dropout by standard of living. 
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The variables reflecting quality of life and differences in culture or language between the family and 
the school would be more closely related to early dropouts while economic costs and benefits of 
education would have a greater influence on later dropouts. The figure of the present study from 
figure 4 explains that household standard of living has a positive impact on early school dropout 
rates, as it was found 55.83% of the dropout was in low household income group. Further as the 
household income or standard of living improves there finds a steady decline in school dropout 1.e. 
37.2% to 6.97% respectively. 


Table- 5: percentage distribution of school dropouts by parents characteristics:- 


Parental Categories No. of dropouts Percentage 
characteristics 


Occupation of father Not working 
Agricultural work 
Non- agricultural 
Total 


Occupation of mother | House wife 
Agricultural work 
Non- agricultural 


Total 


Education status of | Both are illiterate Z 46.51% 
parents Wife illiterate 6.97% 
Husband illiterate 44.20% 
Both are literate 2.32% 
100% 
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Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 


The occupational status of parents considered as one of the most effective component when early 
schooling achievement is concerned. Hence the table no. 5 unveils the fact that highest school 
dropouts found to be more among those students whose father are not working (51.16%) followed by 
32.55% dropout whose father are working in agricultural field and drastically down ward trend was 
found among those students whose father are working in non-agricultural sectors. Highest school 
dropout was found to be more among those students either their mother are working in agricultural 
sector(48.83%) or non-agricultural sector(37.22%) but dropout rate found to be very less among those 
students whose mother preferred to remain as housewives rather than working women. The one 
potential link between family background and student achievement is parent involvement in the 
schooling process. A number of studies have found that parental commitment to education and 
parental education level are important determinants of dropout rates. Therefore the family atmosphere 
today dependent upon the educational level of parent. When we draw attention from the above table 
no. 6.7 that when both parents found to be literate automatically the school dropout rate is 2.32%. 
Never the less who’s ever the literacy level is high (father or mother) the dropout level will also gone 
up like 44.20%, 46.51%, 6.97% respectively. High birth rates are associated with large families and 
the need for school age children to look after their younger siblings especially in low income families. 
The data for the present study clearly explains that the highest percentage of school dropout found to 
be from those families whose family size is more or less equal to 6 children 1.e. 60.47%, 34.88%, 
4.65% respectively. 


Table 6: percentage distribution of causes of school dropout:- 


Causes of school dropout Percentage (o) 
Further education not considered necessary 16.27 


| 
Required for household work 25.58 
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Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 


In order to understand the concept of early school wastage, the question was asked to the parent 
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whose children were out of school and factors responsible for happening so. Despite all governmental 
and non-governmental efforts put together like free education up to the age of 14 years irrespective of 
gender differenced and mid-day meals, up to the high school level. Distribution of free uniform, 
books and by cycles to reach out therefore away distance school and specially scholarship for girl 
child, to undertake studies.Eventually when we critically try to review all ten reasons related to 
dropouts among students of the Sikariya village. As expected 25.58 % of them are required for 
household work. 20.93% of them stated that they are not at all interested in studies whereas for 
16.27% of them further education not considered necessary followed by the statement that it’s better 
if they go for work and earn something (13.95%)for the family expenditure sake. Never the less, other 
causes regarding school dropout are getting married, required for care of siblings, distance to reach 
out the school and lack of proper facilities in school are still emerged as the major barrier in between 
the schooling and dropouts. 


Table 7. Percentage distribution of cluster factors responsible for school dropout: 


Cluster factors Percentage (“%) 
causes related to child attitude 29.09 
causes related to family perception 


causes related to school environment 
related to other reasons 


Source: Primary Survey 2019-20 
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Suggestions: 

The study reveals that caste is positively associated with number of children not going to school. The 
tendency to not go to school is more among lower caste students. Students with low castes leave 
school for social and economic reasons. Reasons for not going to school 1s also positively associated 
with sex of the dropouts. Household work more often prevent girl students from going to school. 
Whereas, economic and physical reasons prevents male students from going to school. Respondents 
also considered lack of competence among teachers and their remaining absent from school are also 
identified as causes for school dropout in rural society. Some of the government programs to check 
the school dropouts are well appreciated by the rural people. Still there is a lot to achieve to improve 
the conditions of education in the village. The findings pertaining to school dropouts can be 
considered as quite modest and fill the scientific gap in the area of school learning children. 

Based on the major findings of the study, the following suggestions are made which are divided into 
three sections. The first section provides suggestions to the government to address the problem of 
dropout children. The second sections provide suggestions to school administrations and the last 
section provides suggestion to the parents. These suggestions will help agencies to support children’s 


education and to address the problem of school dropout. 


The government: 

Firstly Anti-child marriage efforts: one of the significant findings of the study is that prevalence of 
early marriage hinders the girl’s child education. The govt. has already established structures to 
address the child marriage issue under the leadership of District Social Welfare Officer(DSWO), but 
the effectiveness of the functioning of the system needs to be revived; the gap need to be identified 
and addressed. Second, Transportation facilities: The high schools are located at distant places, 
meaning that the children have to travel a long distance to access high schools. Improving the public 
transport facilities and increasing availability of bus according to the school timings can help to 
reduce the transportation issue. Secondly, the state govt. is providing bicycles to the girl students 
from higher secondary, if they provide it to high school girls the problem of dropout at high school 
can be reduced a lot. Third, Improving livelihood options: From the analysis, 1t was clear that around 


half of the respondent’s parents were landless laborers; monsoon failure and poor irrigation families 
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make people to search for job opportunities. So, the district administration should take appropriate 
measures to ensure minimum land ownership for all as well as better water irrigation water facilities. 
Secondly, the MNREGA was mainly implemented to provide rural employment .however, failure in 
properly implementing the program is another reason for the school dropout. Forth, Upgrading 
standards by upgrading the primary schools to upper primary at the village level, and the middle 
schools to high school, will certainly help to reduce the dropout of girl children at the high school. 
Fifth, Improving teacher’s quality: many students said that the teaching quality is poor. In order to 
improve the performance of the children, it is important to improve the quality of teaching.so, on one 
side, the govt. should take measures to improve the quality of teacher training institutions. They 
should adopt more recent technology and educate teachers on how to use different methods in the 
classroom to make teaching more interactive to improve the quality of education. 

School administration: 

First, conduct regular SMC meeting: school should take care to see that SMC functions properly and 
should organize SMC meetings regularly. This will help to update the process of the students, and to 
provide concrete suggestions to help improve on their weak areas. Second, Teacher’s responsibility 
and evaluation: late coming and living school early by the teachers and secondly the teacher’s 
absenteeism is a major concern in the schools. So, the school administration should take appropriate 
measures to ensure that teachers perform their duty and should do a similar short of teacher auditing 
and evaluation, this will improve the responsibility of the teachers and also the learning of the 


children. 


Parents: 

First, Sensitization of parents: lack of parental interest was one of the key reasons for girl child 
dropout. So, parents should be sensitized, since without changing the parent attitude, gender equity 
cannot be achieved. Second, Child marriage: parents should be sensitized regarding the ill effects of 
this practice. Creative and innovative visual IEC materials should be develop to educate the people on 
the ill effects of child marriage which will make parents to realize the seriousness of the issue. Third, 
Improving parents’ participation in school: parents play a vital role in motivating children to pursue 
education. Efforts should be made to enforce the parents to participate in the activities of the school, 


whereby the child will derive encouragement from parents for their education. Educational 
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authorities, parents and schools need to work closely together to find the reason for each student’s 


decision to leave school and to try to do as much as possible to encourage them to stay in the system. 


Conclusion: 

In Sikariya village school dropout is one of the serious issue that affect the right to education of all, 
which are determined by various physical, economic and socio-cultural factors. Out of these factors 
majorly the role of parents are most important. As it is generally in our India society told that Parents 
are the first teacher of any children so that facts make the role of parents in education very crucial and 
also in dropout. For combating the primary hurdle parents should be made aware of the importance of 
education so that they develop a desire to educate their children. Some special programs have been 
active in all over India such as SSA and RTE, but it’s not working effectively. So this 1s a high time 
for everyone to come forward and take a step to reduce school dropout. Though the analysis of the 
study provides policy insights in terms of broader educational policies aimed at improving 
educational equity and quality with the adoption of the significant perspectives of school dropout 
themselves, will further efforts to educate, the school in which they are failing to learn, the job 
markets they cannot enter, and the diminished communities in which they live. Thus new efforts with 
the improvement in existing need to emphasize for address this problem urgently and over the long 
term. We hope that the reflections, insights, and case study shared in this scientific research work will 
help transform how we view these young people not as problems to be solved, but as potential to 


fulfil. 
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